St. Thomas More Newman Center
Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
March 20, 2025, Sienna Room @5:30pm


Attendance:

Father Dan
Josh Campbell
Caroline Chicoine
Suzanne Hemmann
Bill Yarbrough
Mark Williams

Guest – Patrick Pullins

AGENDA 

1. Opening prayer

2. Josh prepared Parish Mission planning document and Parish Council discussed.

Parish Council members will review and provide any further comments by Friday, April 4th. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fIfVeeEyAmharRiJtZGw1vnuzGKaQtWhQQICAK_Uw38/edit?usp=drivesdk

3. Patrik Pullins discussed the need to update our Pastoral Plan by June 1, 2025.

See page 10. 
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://diojeffcity.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/Pastoral-Plan-Booklet.pdf

Parish Council homework - review plan and bring ideas to April 24th Parish Council meeting. 

Given our survey focused on 4 pillars in plan, discussed need to add to existing plan rather than go off on a tangent not tied to plan. 

@Patrick to confirm to whom any updates should be sent. 

4. Bill added an item to the agenda to discuss possibility of allowing each staff person one free religious retreat each year which would not count toward their allotted vacation days.   Father Dan mentioned that several of the staff attend various conferences at no charge and not as vacation related to their jobs.  Bill will review possible options and costs for same and report back to Parisch Council.  


5. Pastor’s report

· Update on solar panels for roof – got estimate from Dogwood Solar and APC Solar and Dogwood was cheaper; recommended repair of oldest parts of roof before installing solar panels; Father Dan to write to Archbishop for permission.
· Director of Service & Justice – 7 candidates applied, made offer to one and accepted and will likely start in June/July 2025.  Father Dan will disclose name to parish shortly.
· Father Dan will be meeting with Pope’s liturgy committee while in Italy to confirm whether name change to St. John Henry Newman parish accepted.
· Newman will be getting 3 new FOCUS missionaries.
· New parking lot signs coming and parking lot will be striped and seal this summer.
· Discussed how relic of Saint Carlo Acutis will be displayed in church (bust, painting, cross that can carry relic, kneelers, candles – Lonnie Tapia from Tolton helping with this).

6. Next Meetings 

Thursday, April 24th 5:30-6:30pm in Disciples Room (*Caroline has a University of Illinois alumni event in Saint Louis that night and will not be present so someone will need to take minutes)
Thursday, May 22nd 5:30-6:30pm in Disciples Room

7. Adjournment – Closing prayer.
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